
Via Dolorosa is located within the old city of Jerusalem. It starts from the place where he 
was tried and convicted – near the Lions’ gate on the eastern side (Muslim quarter). It ends 

in the crucifixion place, Golgotha, where the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is located in the 

west side of the old city (Christian quarter).

The path is shown (in a bright blue line) on the model of the Byzantine city (displayed 
at St Peter Gallicantu church), with indication of the 14 stations.

https://www.biblewalks.com/LionsGate
https://www.biblewalks.com/Sepulchre
https://www.biblewalks.com/Gallicantu#Model


Fortress Antonio - the Praetorium was here at 
the Antonia Fortress where Pontius Pilate judged 
Jesus – STATION 1



The Church of Ecce 

Homo; a large area of 

Roman paving, 

beneath these 

structures, was 

traditionally regarded 

as Gabbatha or 'the 

pavement' described in 

the Bible as the 

location of Pilate's 

judgment of Jesus

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convent_of_the_Sisters_of_Zion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabbatha


This place, once the Antonia fortress, is located exactly 

north of the temple mount. The photo below shows the 

view from the school’s yard, with the Golden dome of the 

rock on the left.



The following photo shows a view of the first section of the Via 

Dolorosa road, looking towards Mount of Olives (seen in the far 

background). Mount of Olives is accessible through the Lions’ 

(St. Stephen’s) gate which is located at the edge of this road.



Via Dolorosa –

The Way of 

Grief. Now 

and then.



Station 2: Jesus receives His Cross
Station 2 is located near the compound of the Franciscan monastery, 

across the street from the first station. It is seen below, behind the sign with 

the station number “II”. At this station Jesus receives the cross. 



The Stations of the Cross are reenacted as we carry a small 

cross along Jesus path to Crucifixtion on the via Delarosa.



Station 3: Jesus falls the first time under His Cross
Station 3 (III) is located on the corner of via Dolorosa and El Wad (Hagai) 

street, which is seen in the photo below. At this point Via Dolorosa makes a 

sharp turn to the south-east, following the direction of the western side of the 

temple mount, until it turns again westwards at the fifth station.



Station 4: Jesus meets Mary His Mother
This 4th station is located very close to station 3, further south on El-Wad 

(Hagai) street. Here, Jesus met his mother Mary according to the tradition. 

An Armenian church (“Armenian Church of Our Lady of the Spasm”) is 

located behind the walls of this site.



It is interesting to see a short section of the Roman/Byzantine street between 

the 3rd and 4th stations. Although the stones were paved several hundred 

years later, they followed the same route of the Roman street that existed 

during the times of Jesus. They may have been part of the Roman street, so 

conceivably Jesus could have walked on the stones.



Station 5: Simon helps Jesus to carry His Cross
The 5th station is located at the corner of Via Dolorosa road and El-Wad (“The Gai”) 

road. At this corner the road turns sharply to the right, and then starts climbing up the 

hill with a series of stairs.

A small Franciscan church is located at this station, dedicated to Simon the Cyrenian, 

who assisted Jesus with the cross.



Station 6: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
Station 6 is further west up the hill, and is dedicated to the woman (St. Veronica) 

who wiped Jesus face. Her name, Veronica, may have been based on the Latin 

words “Vera”+”Icon”, or “true image” – the face of Jesus on the woman’s 

handkerchief. Behind the right blue door is a little shop of the Little Sisters of Jesus, who 

sell icons.



Station 7: Jesus falls the second time
The 7th station, according to the tradition, marks the place where Jesus passed 

through the Gate of Judgment, along the streets of Jerusalem. This street in one of the 

busiest in the old city, as it may have been during Jesus times

The way up hill and the pressure of the city had its toll: Jesus falls here for the second 

time under the weight of the cross.



Station 8: Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem
Station 8 is located closest to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and is 

dedicated by the Greek Orthodox to Saint Charalampos; their 

monastery is located behind the wall.

https://www.biblewalks.com/Sepulchre


Station 9: Jesus falls the third time
Further up the hill and close to the place of crucifixion, Golgotha, Jesus falls the 3rd 

time. The 9th station is adjacent to the Holy Sepulcher – the tomb of Jesus. On the way 

to the station the road winds around the Coptic patriarchate building, through a narrow 

alley. The photo below shows the east side of the Holy Sepulcher at Golgotha, which is 

seen in the far background.



Station 10: Jesus is stripped of His garments
Here Jesus was stripped off his clothes. Station 10 is located at 

the entrance of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, in the room called 

the Chapel of the Franks. It is seen in the photo below on the right 

side, with stairs that lead to the small chapel.

https://www.biblewalks.com/Sepulchre


Station 11: Jesus is nailed to the cross
Reaching the place of crucifixion, the hill called Golgotha, Jesus is nailed to 

the cross. This station is located inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, just 

behind the wall of the 10th station. This is the Latin (Franciscan) altar on 

Calvary (place of the skull – Golgotha).

https://www.biblewalks.com/sepulchre


Stations 12: Jesus dies on the cross
Jesus is crucified and dies on the cross, ending His agony. The location of this station, 

12, is a Greek Orthodox crucifixion altar which is inside the Church of Holy Sepulcher. A 

silver disk with a central hole, underneath the altar, marks the spot where the Cross 

stood, and pilgrims kneel and kiss the spot. The silver icons of Virgin Mary and St John 

are on Jesus side.

“We each took a turn getting under the 

altar to put our hand on the spot. A very 

moving experience, overwhelming!”



Station 13: Jesus is taken down from the cross
Station 13 is also located inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. According to tradition, 

the body of Jesus was laid on this stone after removed from the cross. 

In the photo below: the stone of anointing (unction) greets the visitors, who kneel, 

pray and kiss the stone. Above the stone are lamps, each donated by one of the 

denominations.

https://www.biblewalks.com/sepulchre


Station 14: Jesus is laid in the tomb
This is the final station of Via Dolorosa, located in round hall (“Rotunda“). The tomb of 

Jesus is located in a smaller structure in the center of the circle. The first chamber is 

called the Chapel of the Angel. Behind the Chapel is another narrow door which leads to 

a smaller inner chamber – the tomb of Jesus. Parts of the tomb’s interior is seen 

below. A marble lid covers the tomb.

https://www.biblewalks.com/Sepulchre#Rotunda
https://www.biblewalks.com/Sepulchre#AngelChapel


Jim & DJ, at Holy Sepulchre, Jesus’ Tomb

 !



Resources:

 Biblewalks.com

 Armchair visit to the Holy Land – powerpoint –

2nd sign STUDY group.

 EWTN: https://youtu.be/-uofRteUvhQ

 Audio walking tour: 

youtube.com/watch?v=WthdhKG8Te8&feature

=youtu.be

https://youtu.be/-uofRteUvhQ

